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PREFACE OF CONSTITUTION OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION



THE STATES PARTIES TO THIS CONSTITUTION DECLARE, IN CONFORMITY
WITH THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS, THAT THE FOLLOWING
PRINCIPLES ARE BASIC TO THE HAPPINESS, HARMONIOUS RELATIONS AND
SECURITY OF ALL PEOPLES

HEALTH IS A STATE OF COMPLETE PHYSICAL, MENTAL AND SOCIAL
WELL-BEING AND NOT MERELY THE ABSENCE OF DISEASE OR INFIRMITY.

THE ENJOYMENT OF THE HIGHEST ATTAINABLE STANDARD OF HEALTH IS
ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF EVERY HUMAN BEING WITHOUT
DISTINCTION OF RACE, RELIGION, POLITICAL BELIEF, ECONOMIC OR SOCIAL
CONDITION.

THE HEALTH OF ALL PEOPLES IS FUNDAMENTAL TO THE ATTAINMENT OF
PEACE AND SECURITY AND IS DEPENDENT UPON THE FULLEST
CO-OPERATION OF INDIVIDUALS AND STATES.

THE ACHIEVEMENT OF ANY STATE IN THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF
HEALTH IS OF VALUE TO ALL.

UNEQUAL DEVELOPMENT IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES IN THE PROMOTION OF
HEALTH AND CONTROL OF DISEASE, ESPECIALLY COMMUNICABLE DISEASE, IS
A COMMON DANGER.

HEALTHY DEVELOPMENT OF THE CHILD IS OF BASIC IMPORTANCE: THE
ABILITY TO LIVE HARMONIOUSLY IN A CHANGING TOTAL ENVIRONMENT IS
ESSENTIAL TO SUCH DEVELOPMENT,

THE EXTENSION TO ALL PEOPLES OF THE BENEFITS OF MEDICAL,
PSYCHOLOGICAL AND RELATED KNOWLEDGE IS ESSENTIAL TO THE FULLEST
ATTAINMENT OF HEALTH.

INFORMED OPINION AND ACTIVE CO-OPERATION ON THE PART OF THE
PUBLIC ARE OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE IN THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE
HEALTH OF THE PEOPLE.

GOVERNMENTS HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE HEALTH OF THEIR
PEOPLES WHICH CAN BE FULFILLED ONLY BY THE PROVISION OF ADEQUATE
HEALTH AND SOCIAL MEASURES.

ACCEPTING THESE PRINCIPLES, AND FOR THE PURPOSE OF CO-OPERATION
AMONG THEMSELVES AND WITH OTHERS TO PROMOTE AND PROTECT THE
HEALTH OF ALL PEOPLES, THE CONTRACTING PARTIES AGREE TO THE
PRESENT CONSTITUTION AND HEREBY ESTABLISH THE WORLD HEALTH
ORGANIZATION AS A SPECIALIZED AGENCY WITHIN THE TERMS OF ARTICLE
57 OF THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS.
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WHO DF—bR— K (BHER : Rk #lirk)

The health of mothers and babies is the foundation of healthy families and
communities, helping ensure hopeful futures for us all.

World Health Day, celebrated on 77 April 2025, will kick off a year-long
campaign on maternal and newborn health, The campaign, titled Healthy
beginnings, hopeful futures, will urge governments and the health
community to ramp up efforts to end preventable maternal and newborn
deaths, and to prioritize women’ s longer-term health and well-being,

WHO and partners will also share useful information 1o support healthy
pregnancies and births, and better postnatal health,

Helping every woman and baby survive and thrive

This task is critical, Tragically, based on currently published estimates, close
1o 300 000 women lose their life due to pregnancy or childbirth each year,
while over 2 million babies die in their first month of life and around 2 million
more are stillborn, That' s roughly 1 preventable death every 7 seconds,



Based on current trends, a staggering 4 out of 5 countries are off track to
meet targets for improving maternal survival by 2030. 1 in 3 will fail 1o
meet targets for reducing newborn deaths,

Listening 1o women and supporting families

Women and families everywhere need high quality care that supports them
physically and emotionally, before, during and after birth,

Health systems must evolve 1o manage the many health issues that impact
maternal and newborn health, These not only include direct obstetric
complications but also mental health conditions, noncommunicable diseases
and family planning.

Additionally, women and families should be supported by laws and policies
that safeguard their health and rights.
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